Explanation of Draft Multilateral Agreement on the establishment of Consultation and Information Exchange Body (CIE) and its Secretariat

Background
The first component in the GEF-UNDP/UNESCO-IHP DIKTAS II project concerns the facilitation of a multi-country cooperation, and one of its outcomes is the preparation of a draft multilateral agreement for establishing a Consultation and Information Exchange body and its Secretariat, to be submitted to the national governments for their approval. 

Objectives
The objectives of this draft Multilateral Agreement are to ensure the protection and the preservation of the Dinaric Karst Transboundary Aquifer System (DIKTAS), and to strengthen the resilience to climate.

Purpose 
Its purpose is to establish a Consultation and Information Exchange body, to define its responsibilities, its composition and rules of functioning.  

Presentation of the draft agreement
The draft Agreement will be structured as follows:
It will open with a preamble, then Part I on General provisions, Part II on General principles, Part III on the Institutional Framework and Part IV with the final provisions.

The preamble will include the motivations of the countries (Parties to the Agreement) to enter into the Agreement such as the awareness of the unique characteristics of the Dinaric Karst Transboundary Aquifer System (DIKTAS) and the need to protect groundwater and its dependent ecosystems. It also includes a reference to international and regional legal and policy sources on water and transboundary waters such as the UN Water Convention (1992), the Resolution on the law of transboundary aquifers or the Resolution on the Human right to water, but also the Water Framework Directive and the Groundwater Directive. It concludes with the general objective of the agreement.

Part I will open with an article on the objectives of the agreement, followed by an article on its scope, which is the use, protection, and management of DIKTAS, and the general principles and modalities to be applied. It is followed by an article on the purpose, which is to establish an institutional framework for cooperation on DIKTAS (the CIE) and provide for stakeholder’s participation. It concludes with an article on definitions.

Part II will include the general principles:
· The basic principle of international law which is cooperation,
· The two core principles of international water law: equitable and reasonable utilization, and the no harm rule specifically applied to the case of DIKTAS.
It also includes the obligation of countries (Parties to the Agreement) to regularly exchange data and information. This represents the first implementation of the principle of cooperation. 
Part II also covers planned activities requiring an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), based on the respective national legislations, as well as stakeholders and public information and participation. 

In Part III the modalities for the establishment of the Consultation and Information Exchange (CIE) body are provided, including its composition, responsibilities and functioning.
The CIE will be composed of the officer responsible for groundwater in each Party to the Agreement. It will be responsible mainly for preparing joint scientific and expert activity such as the joint data sharing mechanism between the Parties, the design, and the supervision of the joint monitoring network to be established in agreed areas of the DIKTAS, the definition and agreement on the parameters (of chemical, ecological and quantitative status) to be monitored, preparing a conceptual model of the DIKTAS and others.
The CIE will meet every six months or more if needed, in one of the State Parties to the Agreement on a rotating basis. The cost of the meeting is supported by the host Party while each Party covers the host of its officer. The host Party serves as the chair and the Secretariat until the next meeting. 
Finally, the draft Agreement creates national committees within each State Party to the agreement to be composed of main stakeholders involved in DIKTAS. Each committee is chaired by the national member of the CIE. It meets before the meeting of the CIE with the aim of bringing the national needs and all other national matters of concern to the attention of the CIE.

The draft agreement concludes with Part IV on final provisions covering the usual issues such as the entry into force, dispute resolution, or withdrawal of any party.
